EORN Cell Gap Project Monthly Update

April 2026

Regional view

Planned Completed New this month
Upgrades to existing towers 311 311 n/a
New towers in service 257 193 10
New co-locations 89 78 0
Land use authority 257 256 0

moves forward.

Please note that this information is collected monthly and is subject to change as the project

Renfrew County

Planned Completed New this month
Upgrades to existing towers 25 25 n/a
New towers in service 47 43 0
New co-locations 11 10 0
Land use authority 47 46 0

Please note that this information is collected monthly and is subject to change as the project moves forward.

Note: data is updated by Rogers on the 15t of each month. Data provided for this update was

received on April 15, 2026.
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Renfrew County and District Health Unit
“Optimal Health for All in Renfrew County and District”

For Immediate Release

(Pembroke, Ontario, May 1, 2026)

RCDHU Launches Annual Animal Bite Prevention Campaign

Renfrew County and District Health Unit (RCDHU] is kicking off its annual Yellow Ribbon
Campaign, aimed at reducing the number of animal bites. This campaign encourages the
use of a yellow marker {ribbon, bandana, or bow) fied to a pet’s leash or collar to remind
people to be cautious and give the animal space. In addition fo the potential for injury,
animal bites carry a risk of exposure to rabies, often requiring rabies vaccinations for the
person who is bitten or a confinement period for the animal involved.

The number of reported animal bites and scratches has been steadily growing in Renfrew
County and District; however, animal bites can be prevented. “Although the likelihood of
contracting rabies from a domestic animal is low, incidents like these can sfill be upsetting
and disruptive for both the individual involved and the animal's owner," stafes David Tantalo,
Manager of Healthy Environments at RCDHU. “Many bites and scratches are preventable
when people recognize the signs that an animal needs space. This campaign is about
awareness — if you notice yellow on a pet, it's a signal to give them space.” Animals need
space for various reasons including age, health issues, nervousness, aggression, or training.

The Yellow Ribbon Campaign is supported by a number of local partners, including pet
stores, groomers, veterinarians and animal hospitals, municipalities, OSPCA, and other
community organizations. Yellow ribbons are available for pick up af the RCDHU Pembroke
office and participating partner locations. For a list of participating locations, visit: Yellow
Ribbon Campaign — Animal Bite Awareness.

Bite Prevention

Most animal bites and scratches are preventable. The following tips can help reduce risk and
promote safer interactions with animals:

o Always ask the pet owner before petting — never assume an animal is friendly
e Avoid approaching stray, loose, or unfamiliar animals
o Give pets space when they show signs of siress, fear, or discomfort




« Never disturb animals that are sleeping, eating, caring for their young, or showing signs
of illness

e Supervise children when around animals, even familiar pets

« Teach children not to pull ears or tails, give hugs, or get close to an animal's face

e Know the signs of changing pet behaviours, like stiffening, raised fur, wide eyes, backing
away, baring teeth, or growling

o Keep dogs on a leash while in public unless in designated off-leash dog parks

o Keep your pets healthy and ensure rabies vaccinations are up fo date

e If an animal is wearing a yellow ribbon or marker, give them spacel!

Reporting Animal Bites

If you have been bitten or scratched by an animal, please follow the steps below:

e If possible, collect animal owner/custodian information (name, address and phone
number).

e Wash the affected area thoroughly with soap and water for at least 15 minutes.

e Seek medical attention (see a health care provider) as soon as possible.

o Call (613-732-3629 ext. 505) and report the incident to RCDHU. If you seek medical
attention, they will ask you to complete a Contact with Suspected Rabid Animal
Reporting Form, which will be sent to RCDHU for follow-up. Public health inspectors
investigate all animal bites and scratches to prevent and control the fransmission of

rabies.

Stay connected on social media by following @RCDHealthUnit for campaign-related
messaging and bite prevention tips. To learn more about the Yellow Ribbon Campaign and
animal bite prevention, contact RCDHU at 1-800-267-1097 or visit: Yellow Ribbon Campdaign —
Animal Bite Awareness.

-30-

Renfrew County and District Health Unit
Fax: 613-735-3067

media@rcdhu.com

www.rcdhu.com
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County of Renfrew breaks ground on new Paramedic Base in Whitewater Region

The County of Renfrew is thrilled to break ground and begin construction on a new
Paramedic Base in the Township of Whitewater Region.

The central location, at the corner of Foresters Falls Road and Mine View Road, was
identified as a prime location for a Paramedic Service facility — well situated for serving
both the future expansion of Highway 417 and enhancing emergency service delivery in
the northeastern reaches of Whitewater Region.

This is the eighth base across the County of Renfrew to house the County of Renfrew
Paramedic Service, which covers a primary response territory of more than 15,000
square kilometers.

Renfrew County Warden Jennifer Murphy said the groundbreaking marks an important
milestone for Renfrew County as the Whitewater Paramedic Base reflects County
Council’s ongoing commitment to strengthening Emergency Services and ensuring
residents receive timely, high-quality care when they need it most.

“On behalf of County Council, | want to extend our sincere thanks to the staff who
worked diligently to find and secure the new site,” she said. “Your careful evaluation of
options ensured we landed on a location that will serve our Paramedics and our
residents well for years to come. This milestone is possible because of your hard work,

and we are truly grateful.”

Paramedic Chief Michael Nolan remarked that this announcement is the beginning of an
important next step in protecting the health and wellness of residents of Renfrew

County while improving access to care.

“paramedics will now be able to better serve our communities by increasing the
presence of 911 Paramedics, Community Paramedic Response Units and opening a
Virtual Triage and Assessment Centre at this location,” he said.

First opened in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Renfrew County Virtual Triage
and Assessment Centre (RC VTAC) continues to provide increased access to health care
to our rural population and those without a family physician.

W o o
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Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke MPP Billy Denault was also on hand for the
groundbreaking ceremony as he noted strong emergency services are essential in rural

communities.

“This hew Paramedic Base will help ensure residents in Whitewater Region and along
the Highway 17 corridor have faster access to the care they need, when they need it

most. I’'m proud to advocate for investments that strengthen local infrastructure and
support the frontline workers who keep our communities safe,” he said.

Councillor James Brose, Chair of the Development and Property Committee, noted the
construction of a new Whitewater Paramedic Base is part of a broader vision,
establishing more regional resources and improving emergency response times in the
Cobden, Beachburg, Westmeath communities and along the Highway 17 corridor.

“Having a base with a variety of emergency response equipment ensures Paramedics
are well equipped to handle the wide variety of calls in this area, especially with an
increasing population during the tourist season as well as reoccurring flooding events
during the spring freshets,” Chair Brose added.

Councillor Michael Donohue, Chair of the Health Committee, noted a new Paramedic
base in this area has long been in the plans to help ensure coverage across Renfrew

County.

“The construction of this base marks a significant milestone for our community. Once
operational, this facility will greatly strengthen the Paramedic Service deployment plan,
improve response capabilities and enhance access to emergency care for residents
throughout the region,” he said.

R.K. Porter General Contracting Incorporated was awarded the design build contract for
the project. The 5,700 square foot, multi-functional, health support facility combines
four rapid deployment paramedic vehicle bays with dedicated office, administrative,
and staff amenity spaces to support 24/7 operations. The building is expected to be
completed and fully operational in early 2027.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Craig Kelley Chief Administrative Officer 613-735-7288

Tina Peplinskie Media Relations Coordinator 61%-735-7288
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tgorgerat@khrtownship.ca

From: McKenzie, Andrea (SOLGEN) <Andrea.McKenzie@ontario.ca> on behalf of Teschner,
Ryan (SOLGEN) <Ryan.Teschner2@ontario.ca>

Sent: May 1, 2026 10:48 AM

Subject: Message from the Inspector General: Ontario Police Memorial Ceremony of
Remembrance

Attachments: Ontario Police Memorial Ceremony of Remembrance_Message from the 1G.pdf

Good Morning,

Please find attached letter being share on behalf of Ryan Teschner, Inspector General of Policing.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Andrea Nckenzie
Executive Advisor to the Inspector General
647-620-3113

Inspectorate
of Policing




Inspectorate | Service dinspection
of Policing des services policiers

Office of the Inspector Bureau de l'inspecteur général
General of Policing des services policiers

777 Bay 8t 777, rue Bay
7= Floor, Suite 701 7¢ &tage, bureau 701
Toronto ON M5G 208 Toronto ON M5G 2C8

May 1, 2026

Dear Chiefs of Police and Board Chairs,

On behalf of the Inspectorate of Policing, | wish to acknowledge the professionalism,
dedication, and service of those who work across Ontario’s police services as we come
together this weekend to mark the Ontario Police Foundation Ceremony of
Remembrance.

This annual ceremony provides a solemn opportunity to reflect on the inherent risks
faced by police officers in the course of their duties and on the lasting impact their
service has on the safety and well-being of communities throughout Ontario. It is a time
to honour those who made the ultimate sacrifice, to stand in solidarity with the families
and colleagues who carry their loss, and to recognize those who continue to serve with
resolve, compassion and integrity.

As we pay tribute, we are also reminded of our shared responsibility to support policing
that is fair, effective, and responsive to the needs of the communities it serves. The
Ceremony of Remembrance not only honours the legacy of those who have fallen, but
also reinforces our collective commitment to strengthening the systems that support
those who serve today and into the future.

Thank you for your continued leadership and dedication to public service. Together, we
honour the legacy of those we have lost and reaffirm our support for those who continue
to serve communities across Ontario with dedication and courage.

Sincerely,

— wwww«,mwu?

Ryan Teschner
Inspector General of Policing of Ontario




